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accepted by English writers as a pledge that the French
king would no longer encourage the insurrections which
he had hitherto so often fostered against his great rival.
It prepared the way for the cordial relations between
Henry and the young Philip which marked the beginning
of the new reign.
Louis returned to Paris. Thence he was on his way
to S. Denys to return thanks for his son's recovery when
he was seized by a new attack of paralysis, and de-
prived of the use of his right side and of speech. The
coronation had already been fixed for All Saints' Day.
It was more than ever necessary that it should take
place without delay. On October 31 Philip arrived
at Eheims. The city was thronged with strangers
from all countries. Prominent among them was the
young Henry of England, himself crowned during his
father's lifetime, nine years before. He brought rich
gifts from his father, and did homage to the new king
for his fiefs.
On All Saints' Day, in the great cathedral, William,
archbishop of Eheims, his uncle, placed the crown upon
the young Philip's head. The count of Flanders carried
the sword of state, the young Henry of Engknd the
crown, which returned to S. Denys when the ceremony
was over. Philip was fourteen years two months and ten
days old. His father still lay sick, and could not come to
the coronation, and his mother remained by her husband's
bed.
The new king's first acts were to confirm his father's
grants to the monks of Canterbury and his gift of
freedom to the serfs of Orleans, which had been declared
on the coronation day. For nearly a year King Louis